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‘SERVICE IS THE RENT WE PAY FOR OUR ROOM ON EARTH’  



  



MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

 

All Toc H members are aware of our Movement’s motto ‘Service is the rent we pay 

for our room on earth’. The Four Points of the Compass exhort us ‘To love widely, 

build bravely, think fairly, and witness humbly’, while the Toc H prayer asks that we 

‘leap with joy to any task for others’. 

 

Most of us are aware of the origins of this focus on service and love for others; how 

our Movement grew from caring for war weary soldiers in Talbot House, Poperinge, 

and was founded by Reverend P.B. (Tubby) Clayton, soundly based on Christian 

principles of loving and caring for others. Jesus tells us that we should ‘love your 

neighbour as yourself’, and points out in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 

10:27-37) that our neighbour is anyone in need – not necessarily someone we would 

normally associate with, or even like.  

 

We can often see examples of love for others in difficult situations, and unexpected 

places. In World War 2, members of Toc H ended up as POW’s where they were 

forced to work on the Thai-Burma Railway. One of them was Ron Stoner, my father 

in law. We recently visited sites on the railway where he camped and worked during 

his very difficult times there – see the article in this Link. Ron and many others carried 

the Toc H spirit of service with them wherever they went. He was awarded a Mention 

in Despatches for saving lives by smuggling medicines in the intestines of pigs, and 

comforted others like Padre Dean when they were dying.  

 

We usually refer to this as Aussie mateship, and all survivors of this terrible time 

describe what a difference it made. But friendship and kindness weren’t limited to 

fellow Aussies. It would have been easy to hate all the Japanese for the way the 

prisoners were treated. But Ron was asked to sometimes accompany Japanese guards 

when they had to go into the jungle, where they were afraid of the wild animals. He 

developed a good rapport with two guards, Ono and Nikamera, who he described as 

being quite kind. After the war, despite being very badly treated, he did not hold a 

grudge against the Japanese people.  

 

In the Thai-Burma Railway Museum in Kanchanaburi, one of the stained-glass windows 

shows Australian prisoners offering water to wounded Japanese soldiers on a train, 

and getting beaten by other Japanese guards for doing this. Clearly, they were 

prepared to risk this as they showed kindness to their enemies who were in need.  

 

These examples reflect the Toc H spirit, based on its Christian foundations, of 

unconditional love for all. Although our circumstances are now very different, there 

is still a great need for the love and service we offer. Toc H members reach out to 

those in need – the sick, disabled, disadvantaged, lonely, refugees, as well as children 

living in difficult circumstances, and recovering drug addicts in Vietnam.  



And we should always remember those who served before us, and give thanks for the 

love they gave and the foundations they built for our work today.  

 

Let me finish by thanking you all for the ongoing work you do for our Movement, and 

encouraging you to check out our wonderful new Toc H Australia web site 

www.toch.org.au , designed and constructed by Eilis Rigby – thank you Eilis! 

 

Yours in Toc H 

Dr. Owen Nichols 

National Director – Toc H Australia 

 
 

 

 

 

Where the railway crosses the Thai-

Burmese border, with wife Flora, daughter 

Jessica and grandson Elijah 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY PILGRIMAGE ON THE THAI-BURMA RAILWAY 

 

In January, Flora Nichols and her husband Owen, daughter Jessica and grandson Elijah 

went on a pilgrimage to the Thai-Burma Railway organised by Historic War Tours 

based in Mackay, Queensland. Flora’s father Ron Stoner was a leader in Toc H for 

many years. In 1942, as a member of the 2/30th Battalion, he took part in the 

successful ambush of the Japanese at Gemencheh Bridge in Malaya. However, when 

Singapore fell on 15th February 1942 he became a POW where in Changi prison, Ron 

and Padre Duckworth set up a branch of Toc H. He and thousands of others remained 

prisoners until the war ended in August 1945 – three and a half years.  

 

The most difficult times they experienced were when they were forced to work on 

the Thai-Burma Railway. On 21st April 1943, as part of F Force, Ron and his colleagues 

began a five-day train trip to Thailand in metal rice trucks, 27 men crammed in each, 

with limited meals.  By day the trucks were like saunas.  Weak from hunger and ill 

from the lack of sanitation, the men arrived at Ban Pong where they were immediately 

put to work unloading supplies and taking them to a squalid campsite with one well 

to supply hundreds of prisoners.  At night they set off on foot to march 50km along 

a sealed road to Kanchanaburi. There, they arrived at another filthy campsite they 

called the "desert camp".  Ron's mate Stan Arneil described it as "a dry stony thorny 

half acre hot as a frying pan".  After a couple of days of "rest" in the blazing sun, they 

http://www.toch.org.au/


set off on foot to walk another 250 km to Songkurai, their final destination.  A third 

of the men in Ron’s Battalion did not survive the terrible conditions they experienced. 

 

However, British medical records recently accessed by members of the Thai-Burma 

Railway Museum research staff show that Ron was admitted to hospital in 

Kanchanaburi with infected feet, and did not go to Songkurai with his battalion. This 

lucky break may have saved his life. Nearly a month later, he was sent North along 

the railway on a freight train, passing through Chungkai cutting. At that time the 

railway was still under construction, supervised by Japanese Engineers. Emaciated, 

often sick prisoners from UK, Holland and Australia, and Asian labourers were forced 

to work very hard for many hours each day by Japanese and Korean Guards. The 

death toll of POW's was high, but even higher for the Romusha (Asian labourers).  

 

Ron alighted at Wang Yai station and walked about 50 km to a POW camp at 

Kinsaiyok.  By then it was the rainy season with mud everywhere. At Kinsaiyok he 

was put in charge of looking after and butchering pigs for the Japanese officers and 

soldiers.  He was permitted to take the offal in a bucket to the POW camp and he 

told Flora how he also smuggled medications (and the occasional pork fillet) to them 

hidden in the intestines.  He remained at Kinsaiyok for 3 months and also worked on 

the railway line there.  Many of the prisoners at Kinsaiyok were Dutch or British. 

During that time nearly 200 of them died.  Ron described how he read the Bible to 

Padre Dean (from Victoria) as he lay dying, and then dug his grave.  Some of his good 

mates survived. Ron and Ray Watsford, a 2/15th machine Gunner, boiled water for 

the prisoners and sometimes accompanied Japanese guards when they had to go into 

the jungle – they were afraid of the jungle.  This way, Ron developed a good rapport 

with two guards, Ono and Nikamera, who he described as being quite kind. 

 

In late August 1943, Ron and Ray were sent back to Kanchanaburi by train, probably 

travelling through Hellfire Pass, and admitted to hospital there.  Ron told Flora that 

he had a tropical ulcer on his knee and that the bamboo slats they had to lie on in the 

hospital were so uncomfortable that he dug a hip hole in the dirt and lay there for 17 

days until he received some sulphonamide tablets which cleared up the ulcer.  At 

Kanchanaburi Ron was given the job of chopping firewood, collecting buckets of water 

and keeping the fire alight for the large bath the Japanese officers shared with their 

comfort ladies. 

 

On 23rd November 1943 the remaining men from the 2/30th Battalion arrived back 

in Kanchanaburi.  Many had already died on the railway but others were so sick and 

emaciated that they died in Kanchanaburi, and more died on the train trip back to 

Singapore, weakened from malnutrition, physical abuse, malaria and other tropical 

diseases.  Many graves in the Kanchanaburi war cemetery note the date of death being 

December 1943 - men too sick to travel back to Singapore with their mates. When 



he returned to Changi, Ron continued his Toc H activities and worked on the 

aerodrome (now Changi Airport) until the war ended.  

 

Flora and her family found the trip an interesting and moving experience, visiting each 

of the places where Ron Stoner would have lived and travelled, and also taking the 

train trip, he would have taken from Kanchanaburi.  They also went all the way to the 

Burmese border to Three Pagodas Pass and saw Shimo Songkurai where so many of 

Ron's mates in the 2/30th Battalion lived and worked in dreadful conditions with little 

food, and where so many lost their lives.  They were accompanied by a delightful Thai 

guide and a military historian, Sir Rodney Beattie OAM, who together with several 

other Australians started and manages the Thai Burma Railway Centre, a wonderful 

museum and centre of research into the history of the Burma Railway. 

 

Many years later, in recognition of the work Ron did for his fellow prisoners at 

Kinsaiyok, and his attitude of forgiveness to the Japanese, Flora placed a plaque on a 

medical centre in the remote highlands of northern Vietnam. It reads ‘In honour of 

Ron Stoner, a kind Australian man who forgave much and helped many’. Simple words 

that truly reflect the Toc H spirit.   

 

Many of the places along the railway have changed. There is now a museum and walk 

trails at Hellfire Pass. Kinsaiyok, where Ron and his mates experienced such difficult 

times, is now part of a scenic National Park with beautiful bamboo forest, river and 

waterfall. Former camp sites near Shimo Songkurai are now under a very large 

reservoir. But many important sites along the railway can still be found, and for anyone 

interested in learning more about this part of our country’s war history, a trip like 

this is strongly recommended.   

 

    
 

Flora, Jessica and Elijah on a reconstructed section of the railway at Kinsaiyok 

  



CHILDHOOD CANCER SUPPORT CHILDREN ENJOY CHRISTMAS 

PARTY  

 

More children than ever enjoyed a fun day at the CCS Christmas Party held on 

Saturday 1st December 2018 at Vic Lucas Park beside the Brisbane River in Bulimba.  

Although it was a very hot sunny day, it seemed cooler by the river under the shady 

trees.  Toc H Brisbane Branch members provided the children with a tasty barbeque 

lunch, fairy floss, games and craft activities. There were even a couple of clowns who 

did magic tricks to entertain the children. However, the highlight of the day was 

heralded by flashing lights and a siren as a big fire engine appeared and Santa Claus 

arrived together with the firemen. Accompanied by two elves (also Brisbane Branch 

members!), he made his way to a gilded throne in a decorated arbour where the 

children sat waiting expectantly as he read out their names and gave each a gift.  We 

were impressed by the generosity of the donor - the gifts were toys of very high 

quality and the children were delighted with them. The firemen then turned on the 

fire hose and many of the children opted to cool down with a refreshing shower.  

Thanks to CCS, the Fire Brigade and Toc H Brisbane Branch members, children with 

cancer, their brothers, sisters and parents were able to enjoy a fun day with others 

who share their difficult journey. 

 

          
Waiting expectantly for presents   Santa with elves Matt and Nyssa 

 

 

ARMISTICE DAY IN YPRES, BELGIUM – 2018 

 

1918-2018: that makes 100 years. The commemoration of the Great War and the 

end of this war was remembered in a special way in Belgium on Armistice day 2018. 

A 3-day program from 9 till 11 November was fixed in and around Ypres. It included, 

amongst others several concerts, the yearly Poppy Parade through Ypres as well as 



an extra Last Post on November 11th at 11 o’clock sharp. The King and Queen were 

to attend the Last Post at 8 pm later that day.  

 

Reverend Ken Maddens and his wife Libby were wardens at Talbot House that 

weekend. Ken had contacted our Toc H group, because he wanted to organise an 

event in Talbot House to mark the end of the Great War. To use Ken’s words: “The 

idea is to give thanks for the end of the war, but also to be an opportunity to commit 

ourselves to a better and more peaceful future.” The event was called ‘Peace in our 

time’ and it would take place on Saturday evening November 10th. Despite all other 

events happening that weekend, a pleasant number of people from different 

nationalities joined in. After a short welcome and introduction by Ken, everyone was 

invited to the Upper Room for some reading and reflection, music, prayer, words of 

thanks and a Ceremony of Light. After which everyone was invited for drinks and 

refreshment downstairs to celebrate the end of the Great War. With thanks to 

reverend Ken Maddens and his wife Libby for their initiative. 

 

A week before the events a local newspaper wrote: ‘Tourist Office Ypres is expecting 

10.000 visitors. “We do not have exact numbers”, says Peter Slosse, general manager 

of the In Flanders Fields Museum, “but the number of people taking part in the Poppy 

Parade has doubled: 1.500 persons instead of 650 to 750 on a ‘regular’ Armistice Day. 

One British tour operator organised 23 coaches that day, where other years they 

have 4.”  

 

Every year on Armistice Day, one of the fixed activities of Toc H Belgium is to serve 

free tea on the Market square in Ypres. It’s a nice social event for our members and 

volunteers during which we offer a warm and comforting cup of English tea to visitors. 

With this special commemoration ahead, we were a bit worried we wouldn’t be 



allowed to do so this year. We’re a fixed value after many years of doing so and we 

were lucky to be permitted to occupy our familiar spot again.  

 

 

Aware of the number of visitors expected, we started preparations at 8 AM in the 

morning. It was then oh so quiet…, but gradually the visitors started showing and the 

crowd kept growing and growing. Whereas other years, there was still some space 

left open on the Market square, this year the city centre of Ypres was packed. And in 

the corner behind that crowd you could find the humble free tea stall of Toc H 

Belgium.  

 

It was a pretty sunshiny day, not too warm, not too cold. Perfect for a nice cup of 

tea! Business ran like a train, almost non-stop. At certain moments people even had 

to wait for 10-15 minutes, because we ran out of hot water. There was just no time 



to heat it!  By the time we normally start arranging our stuff, visitors were queuing up 

at our stall. It felt like Charlie Chaplin in the film Modern Times: one person was lining 

empty goblets, one person filling them up with tea, another one adding the milk and, 

in a flick of the eye, a visitor took it away. It was madness! Lunchtime was delayed, 

but after serving hundreds of cups, we eventually managed to clean up and finish the 

weekend events with a well-deserved drink and lunch. It was a commemoration 

weekend full of emotions, thoughts, fun and conviviality. I hope this memory makes 

you feel it too. I’m grateful I could be part of it. 

 

Yours at Toc H Belgium,  

Tilde 
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT AT VICTOR HARBOR – SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 

Throughout the last six months there has been a high level of community activity and 

involvement at the Toc H SA Campsite (Victor Harbor), due largely to several new 

initiatives.   

As a significant community asset, the Campsite has been enjoyed by thousands of 

South Australia’s since its beginning in 1938.  Frequently used by schools in Adelaide 

and surrounding areas as a location for educational camps and retreats, community 

and church group gatherings, together with our important Youth Service camps, the 

campsite is iconic to many South Australians. 

 

As we expand our projects and programs to strengthen communities through service, 

we have enjoyed the opportunity to collaborate with two wonderful groups of people.  

Firstly, students from the Victor Harbor High School – Flexible Learning Options 

(FLO) and the local South Coast Environmental Group.   

 

Students from FLO 

previously gained 

practical opportunities 

to contribute to their 

flexible educational 

outcomes through 

onsite activities with 

Toc H SA.  With our 

community relationship 

expanding, a new group 

of students, together 

with their inspiring 

coordinator saw the opportunity to contribute to the vibrancy of our campsite.   

 

Over several meetings, a plan to have students paint an educational local flora and 

fauna mural on one of the campsite buildings was developed.  Notwithstanding it being 



school holidays, these students kindly volunteered their time over seven weeks to 

bring to life an impressive collage of birds, plants and other wildlife.   

 

The students have gained significant new skills, while the Toc H SA community has 

benefited from a truly beautiful gift that campers for many years will now enjoy.  

 

While the FLO students have been busy painting their mural, we also welcomed to 

Toc H SA another community led project called “Valley View Scrub Savers” – a 

collaborative project with the South Coast Environmental Group.   
 

 

Enjoying several hectares of native scrub at our Victor Harbor Campsite, our local 

Victor Harbor Branch has been aware of the need to preserve and maintain one of 

the last remnant bushland areas in the local community.  Equipped with a University 

produced report, outlining environmental practices that can contribute to a 

sustainable future for the scrubland, a new project has been formed.   

 

Members of the Scrub Savers project have recently undertaken extensive training and 

site induction thanks to the South Coast Environment Centre and experts from the 

Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management. 

 

The ongoing project will consist of weed control, bird and reptile surveys, including 

bush cameras to see what’s living in the bush, seed collection, propagation and bush 

regeneration.   

 

Members of the new Toc H – Scrub Savers Project being inducted and trained by 
Natural Resources Management officers. 



Meeting on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, this community led project is bound 

to gain a high level of interest, drawing people with a similar interest together in 

service and friendship.    

 

Welcoming our new Community Garden Program 

 

Through our newly developed relationship with The South Coast Environment 

Centre we now welcome a new branch to the Toc H SA Family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Community Garden - Victor Harbor Branch was created to improve social 

connection for people in Victor Harbor through a mutual love of gardening. The 

benefits of community gardens are clear and recognised worldwide, including 

improvements to physical and mental health, providing affordable and healthy food, 

social cohesion across all age-groups and cultures, strong community engagement 

together with skill-sharing and increased knowledge about gardening practices and 

sustainable living.   

 

While considerable interest in a community garden had been expressed by the Victor 

Harbor community over many years, a suitable location, together with the operational 

systems had proven to be difficult.   

 

With a core purpose to strengthen communities through service, Toc H SA Executive 

members decided unanimously after several local meetings and community 

consultation to establish a new Branch for this important purpose.  The first new 

South Australian branch for many years, with several additional new branches planned.  

 

The new Community Garden – Victor Harbor Branch meeting to discuss their plans.  



The community garden will be located at our campsite at Victor Harbor near the 

newly created volunteer hub.  

 

Initially eight members have established a local management committee, with 

additional members and volunteers expected to exponentially grow this number as 

the word gets out.  

 

The fresh fruit and vegetable grown from the community garden will be used by 

members and donated to our Youth Camp or other community initiatives like Meals 

on Wheels. The group already has funding grants pending and have been very 

successful in gaining broad community support to establish the infrastructure 

required.  

 

 

Grant Success  

With an increased level of community activity at 

the Victor Harbor Campsite of Toc H SA, 

important planning has been undertaken to 

make the most of the site.  With the campsite 

accommodating both a regular camper program 

and additional newly created community 

programs, some important decisions have been 

made as to the use of buildings and resources.   

 

Of significance was the decision to renovate our 

old Manager’s residence into a Volunteer Hub, 

creating a home-like community place for our 

members and volunteers.  Additionally, some of 

our infrastructure at the campsite has over the 

years declined due to weather and conditions 

and needs urgent repairs. 

 

With several community grants on offer, the 

Toc H SA team went about carefully compiling submissions to both the 

Commonwealth and State Governments to undertake these projects.   

 

Through an extensive community consultation process, including a local electorate 

committee assessment, the federal member for Mayo, Rebekha Sharkie MP delivered 

the news of our success in a $10,000 Stronger Communities grant to carry out 

building works to establish a new Volunteer Hub.   

 

This project will include modifications to internal walls, to make a large common 

space, a new kitchenette, floor coverings and minor repairs and alterations.  The 



project due for completion in May will result in a hub where our members, volunteers 

and the community are welcome, to enjoy friendship and a cup of tea or coffee.  

 

Additionally, we were delighted to in early January to receive news from The 

Honourable Michelle Lensink MLC – Minister for Human Services that our second 

grant, to carry out important camp building external restoration for $24,604 had been 

accepted.  Repairs are soon to be carried out and will ensure that our buildings are 

viable for many years into the future.  

 

Both grants represent confidence in our position as an important community service 

provider to South Australians. 

 

COUNGEAU HOUSE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE - 2019 

 

There are many new faces on the Coungeau House Management Committee in 2019 

and a very warm welcome is extended to them all.   

 

The Committee is as follows: 

 

Ray Geise   Chairman and Director of Toc H Australia Northern Region 

Lynne Hooper  Secretary 

Lorelle Green   Treasurer 

Lorraine Burns   Toc H Australia Northern Region Representative 

Tony Rigby    Toc H Australia Northern Region Representative 

 

[Ellen Beechey has volunteered to be on the Committee as well and she will be joining 

Toc H.  Ellen is from Healthy Slimmers who have used Coungeau House since 1982 

and she knew Toc H well in the United Kingdom before she came out to Australia.] 

 

TOC H BRIBIE BRANCH MEETINGS FOR 2019 

 

18th February  Annual General Meeting 

4th March   General Meeting 

1st April   General Meeting 

6th May   General Meeting 

3rd June   General Meeting 

1st July   General Meeting 

5th August   General Meeting 

2nd September  General Meeting 

7th October   General Meeting 

4th November  Annual General Meeting 

2nd December  General Meeting and Christmas Party 

12th December   World Chain of Light 



FAREWELL TO BOB, JAN AND FIONA 

 

After twenty-five years as Caretakers of Coungeau House, Bob and Jan Cleaver have 

retired to Lakes Entrance in Victoria where they have bought a house. Their 

contribution to Coungeau House and to Toc H has been very significant in so many 

ways. They have supervised many major renovations, including two new kitchens, new 

toilets and shower recesses and the painting of the interior and exterior of both the 

house, the dormitory and the Fairweather Cottage.  The gardens and grounds have 

been well maintained. They played a major role in many Toc H activities held at the 

house, including the Old Friends Meet concerts, Open Days and the Annual World 

Chain of Light ceremonies. 

 

Fiona Lyons also retired from the Management Committee for Coungeau House in 

December after fifteen years of outstanding work as its Treasurer. Her stewardship 

of the finances of the House was exemplary – accounts were always paid on time and 

her advice on financial matters was always sound and realistic. 

 

A farewell lunch for these three great Coungeau House supporters was held in mid-

December at Harry’s Restaurant in Buderim. Lorraine Burns, Tony Rigby, Shirley 

Patten and Carol Dawson and Ray Geise joined Jan, Bob and Fiona for the occasion.  

 

 
 

 

 



GENERAL MEMBERS BRANCH BURSARY RECIPIENT FOR 2018 

 

My name is Angela Walker and I have lived on a cattle property in a small town called 

Gin Gin, 4 hours north of Brisbane, until two years ago when I moved to Brisbane.  

 

My parents’ property runs 450 head of cattle and I love going back to help every 

holiday. My father has lived on this property his whole life and his involvement in 

primary industry is certainly something from which he reaps satisfaction, while 

working hard through those times of drought, flood and other hardships.  

 

I attended the local primary and high school where I was heavily involved in sport, 

cultural aspects such as the school orchestra as a flautist and in school musicals. I was 

determined to succeed in my studies and graduated in 2016 with an OP 5 which I was 

very happy about as that was the entry requirement for my preferred course.  

 

I moved to Brisbane to continue my learning at the University of Queensland where 

I enrolled in a Bachelor of Nursing. I have completed more than 450 hours of practical 

placement so far in the private and public Mater Hospital South Brisbane and the 

Princess Alexandra Hospital. After finishing my second year recently, I applied to 

continue my studies for third year in a rural setting. My ultimate goal is to become a 

rural nurse as I am very passionate about rural communities. I thrive on working with 

patients and I feel a distinct satisfaction when I can help them while they are in hospital.   

 

I am very fortunate to have received the Toc H award for nursing students at UQ, 

recognising that I have moved for study from a rural or remote area to pursue my 

professional dream.  Thank you again Jane Litzow, Ray Geise, Lorraine Burns and Katie 

Desoe. 

 
L to R: Jane Litzow, Angela Walker, Ray Geise, Lorraine Burns, Katie Desoe 



TOC H CANBERRA BRANCH 

 

 
Standing L to R: Alan Jordan, Sally Wodzinski, Ray Geise 

Seated L to R: Marjorie Lindenmayer, Peter Fisher 

 

 

Ray Geise, Director of Toc H Australia Northern Region, visited Canberra from 3rd 

to 8th March and during his visit Toc H Canberra Branch was set up with the 

appointment of office bearers and plans for its future.  Sally Wodzinski agreed to be 

the Chairperson, with support from Suzanne Howarth, and Alan Jordan agreed to be 

its Secretary/Treasurer.  Canon Paul Black, the Rector of St John’s Anglican Church 

in Reid agreed to be Chaplain to the Branch.  Regular meetings will be held every 

second month and the first will be held on Tuesday, 7 May.  

 

 

 

Talbot House in Belgium, the birthplace of the Toc H 

Movement. Inside the door is a sign which reads – 

‘Abandon rank all who enter here’.  This is the house 

today. 

 

The Toc H Movement has its roots during the Great 

War in the small Belgian town of Poperinge on the 

Western Front based at Talbot House. Its founder 

was Maryborough-born Army Chaplain, the 

Reverend Philip [Tubby] Clayton. The founding 

principles are Friendship, Service, Fairmindedness 

and Building a better world. Its motto is ‘Service to 

others is the rent we pay for our room on earth’. 

 



Since it came to Australia in 1925 Toc H has made many worthwhile contributions to 

Australian communities. Its members started the Blood Transfusion Service, the 

Junior Farmers Movement and camps for children in need or with disabilities. In 

Canberra since the 1930s Toc H projects have included support to the Aboriginal 

community at Wreck Bay, emergency alarms for the elderly and youth leadership 

training courses. 

 

Toc H in Canberra is establishing a new direction with a focus on fostering the 

development of youth in the nation’s capital. Projects are being developed. Meetings 

are held every two months.  

 

For more information please contact: 

 

Sally Wodzinski – Convenor on 0412 725 599 or Email: salwodz@pcug.org.au 

or 

Alan Jordan – Secretary on Email: ka1jordan@bigpond.com 

 

Web sites: www.toch.org.au and www.tochnorthernregion.org  

 

 

THE ETERNAL REALITIES – AN INTERPRETATION 

 

At the very heart of Toc H stands the belief in "the eternal realities."  Take that away 

and the result would certainly not be Toc H. It might be a very fine organisation of 

people who are pledged to think and love, but there would be no point in building if 

there were nothing beyond this world - and what would there be to witness to, 

humbly or otherwise? 

 

In a world mad with the lust of war, when all the forces of evil seemed to be unleashed, 

some men made the discovery that God had used a House and the Spirit pervading 

the House, to bring home to them the certain knowledge that there is more to life 

than can be seen with the physical eye.  Around them they saw the God-like traits of 

loyalty, love, courage employed in the business of killing, and they saw a vision of a 

world when war should be vanquished and these same traits used sanely and as God 

meant them to be.  They vowed if ever they were freed from that horror to dedicate 

themselves to the service of the God they had found. 

 

No new idea - but one as old as Christianity.  In the early part of the 16th century 

another soldier, a certain Spaniard named Ignatius de Loyola, trained only in physical 

warfare, lay wounded. As he recovered from his wounds he saw for the first time 

behind the veil of things temporal. 

 

mailto:salwodz@pcug.org.au
mailto:ka1jordan@bigpond.com
http://www.toch.org.au/
http://www.tochnorthernregion.org/


So real was his vision that when he rose from his bed his first journey was to a church, 

there to hang up his soldier's arms and pray that he might learn to serve God as He 

deserved, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not heed the wounds, to toil 

and not to seek for rest, to labour and not to ask for any reward, save the knowledge 

that he was doing the will of God - a grand prayer and one which Toc H has made its 

own.  His decision meant, at middle age, starting life anew and returning to school, 

but he never faltered in his task or lost sight of that vision. As he learnt so he 

influenced men and founded a Society which has spread throughout the world - an 

individual ready to venture with life on the assumption that there are eternal realities. 

 

Not only in times of physical warfare is there the need of a vision of God.  Through 

the perplexities of this so-called post war peace so many material things clamour for 

attention; so little time; depression, unemployment, the rumbles of war, uncertainty 

and instability everywhere. Things are apparently futile, unless one can look behind 

the ebb and flow of things, unless one can discover a purpose - a plan - something to 

give reason to life. 

 

Some have found this reason, and life has immediately assumed a new meaning; some 

of us believe that a reason does exist and that Toc H can help us to find it, as it has 

helped many an-other in time of war and in time of peace – To Conquer Hate. 

 

THE WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT – 2018 

 

The Toc H World Chain of Light for 2018 started in Brisbane, in Queensland.   

 

The opening service was held at the home of Ray Geise on the 11th December and 

was led by the Toc H Australia Northern Region Chaplain, Father Peter Luton.  Our 

National Chaplain, Bishop David McCall had a major role in the preparation of the 

Order of Service, the theme of which was the Toc H Prayer. 

 

A special welcome was extended to Lorraine Merritt and Leslie Lovelock, a long-time 

supporter of Toc H and past Chairman of St John’s Toc H Branch in Cairns.  Messages 

were received from Belgium, India and South Africa. 

 

The closing ceremony for the World Chain of Light was held at the Sisters Chapel at 

the St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School in Brisbane on December 12th, 2018. 

 

It was attended by Toc H members and friends of Toc H. Tony Rigby produced and 

delivered the service. After opening the service with a stirring jubilate hymn, Tony 

reminded us it was 89 years since the inaugural World Chain of Light service in Perth 

in 1929.  It last started in Australia in 2013, at Victor Harbor, South Australia.  Tony 

decided on a particularly Australian theme with friend of Toc H and bush poet Trish 



Anderson reciting ‘Campfire Thoughts’ reflecting on our diggers who gave their lives 

in many battles. 

 

Flora Nichols then delivered ‘The witness of a wayfarer to Talbot House’ written in 

1917 by rifleman, Donald Cox, the 56th Division, London.  A man who spent time at 

Talbot House during the Great War reminding us of what life in Poperinge was really 

like and the great camaraderie had in the home of Toc H. 

 

Bringing us back to the land down under, we all sang to The Seekers ‘The Carnival is 

Over’ accompanied by Howard Greaver on piano. We continued with prayers, a 

reading of Matthew by Owen Nichols, a stirring song of praise, the traditional 

ceremony of light, more singing and then the close. 

 

It was a joyous evening with food and fellowship on the lawn of the chapel, where we 

all shared and reflected on where Toc H has come from, what we do today and 

thinking of our Toc H friends around the world in that glimpse of 24 hours. 

 

 

Toc H members and friends gathered in the Sister’s Chapel at St Margaret’s Anglican 

Girls School for the closing service. 

   



THE MESSAGE FROM TOC H BELGIUM – A MESSAGE OF REAL HOPE 

 

Dear Toc H Friends in Brisbane, in Queensland and in all of Australia, 

 

Greetings from Poperinge, Belgium!  

 

As we prepare for our World Chain of Light celebrations tomorrow night, here in 

the Upper Room of Talbot House, our love and our thoughts go out to you all, at the 

other side of the world, who are working tirelessly to continue the good work of our 

great movement. 

 

Thank you so much for the beautiful service and inspirational message we received 

from you and which will feature prominently in our own service. Though we are 

separated by many miles, by land and oceans, we are still connected inextricably 

through the work and the message of Toc H.  

 

We are inspired by these lines in your message, which capture the legacy of our 

movement so beautifully:  

 

“… Think about our past, and those who have given tireless service to help others and build 

the Toc H that our founder Tubby worked so hard to achieve. Be inspired to help others less 

fortunate and extend a hand of friendship to the lonely and marginalised. And pray that we 

will continue to make a difference in a world where many focus on self-desires and their 

individual rights, rather than on their obligations to show unconditional love, care and 

friendship to others.” 

 

Over 100 years after Toc H's beginnings, this beautiful but flawed world of ours is still 

– and maybe more than ever - in need of the kindness, openness, friendship and 

service that Toc H offers. Your message inspires us too, here in Belgium, to continue 

the work of Toc H with faith and determination, and to try and make that little bit of 

difference. We are reminded of these words from our centenary celebrations in 2015: 

“in order to move forward to a brighter future, for Toc H and for the world, we need to unite 

with others and keep creating new opportunities to build bridges of friendship." 

 

Since those celebrations in 2015, Toc H Belgium has been seeking new ways to build 

those bridges. In that respect, amongst other things, we are actively working with a 

local organisation that offers support and help to refugee families who have had to 

leave behind their homes and lives and have recently settled in our town. Through 

informal get-togethers we have helped set up, we give them – and especially the 

children - a chance to start building friendships in the community, meet the locals, 

build up their confidence... and most importantly we listen to their stories and show 

them they are welcome. In the process we also learn so much from them.  

 



Thus, we continue to be inspired by the example of Tubby Clayton and those who 

stood at the cradle of Toc H. “For people to know one another is not difficult... and it is 

half the battle” 

 

Wishing you an inspirational and blessed World Chain of Light celebration!  

 

With love and good wishes from all at Toc H Belgium!  

 

Toc H Belgium vzw 

p/a Doornstraat 19 E 

8970 Poperinge 

tochbelgium@live.be 

www.facebook.com/TocHBelgium 

 

 

mailto:tochbelgium@live.be
http://www.facebook.com/TocHBelgium


GENERAL MEMBERS BRANCH 

 

JOHN WESLEY GARDEN VISIT – GEEBUNG - November 2018 

 

The General Members Branch had a wonderful opportunity to be part of a fantastic 

performance for the residents of The John Wesley Gardens – Aged Care Home. 

 

The MLOC performers, who entertained the residents with singing and dancing, were 

in the most wonderful colourful costumes. The residents were singing along and 

thoroughly enjoying the older songs of past years. 

 

It is hoped that in 2019 the General Members branch can continue to be part of these 

fantastic performances. 

 

Lorraine Burns  

 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY –  2018 NATIONAL CEREMONY 

11th November 2018   –    Australia War Memorial – Canberra 

 

Quote from Charles Bean – Australia 1st World War historian 

“It is over.  

The enormous effort of the men – yes, and women and children – of every decent 

nation is finished.  

The last gun has sounded”. 

 



 
 

The Armistice brought victory to the allied nations, but also sadness. Back home there 

seemed little to show for the dreadful loss of life, the disruption, and the grief. Yet 

Australia had changed. Amid the sorrow and suffering was a pride in the nation’s 

achievements and a new confidence about its place in the world. 

 

We were very fortunate to be in Canberra and were able to part of this very beautiful 

and meaningful service commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the signing of the 

Armistice that ended the First World War. 

David & Lorraine Burns & family 



NEWS FROM INDIA 

 

Dear Ray 

 

Loving greetings from Toc H India and personal love from Alex Mathew; Executive Secretary, 

Toc H India and President of Toc H Society. 

 

Appended below is the list of some social activities done by our students. 

 

Toc H India and Toc H Branch and Toc H Society and Toc H trust are doing significant 

amount social service.  

 

We give the direction to our vision and mission of being the servants, never trying to lord it 

over anyone. We keep a low key and let our staff and children get the limelight. 

 

I felt for long we have been in isolation. This come as part of the periodic update. 

Much love and good wishes to Toc H Australia. 

 

Alex 

 

 

 

 

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Toc H PUBLIC SCHOOL VYTTILA <tochkochi19@gmail.com> 

Date: Thu, Feb 28, 2019 at 9:59 AM 

Subject: Detailed Report and Snaps on Toc H Humanitarian activities 

To: <alexnilamel5@gmail.com>, <presidenttoch@gmail.com> 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

As desired, please find enclosed a detailed report of vivid humanitarian, charitable and 

compassionate activities accomplished by Toc H, in MS Word file. Also enclosed are 

some newspaper clippings and photographs as a documentary proof of the activities 

carried out. 

 

With highest regards, 

 

Juby Paul 

Principal 

Toc H Public School 

Vyttila, Kochi – 682019 
 

mailto:tochkochi19@gmail.com
mailto:alexnilamel5@gmail.com
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